FEATURES
UNDERWATER ART | ADVOCATE OF THE ANTARCTIC | THE FUTURE OF EXPEDITION CRUISING | ERWIN BAMPS
YACHTS
KIBOKO 4 | MAIORA M|36 | VISIONF 101 | SOLAFIDE




DESIGN
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A HYBRID
CREATION

Hot Lab has revealed further details of its design for
the new 35m custom AES Yacht superyacht Mereley /

STORY BY NICK WALTON

he Milan-based studio is
responsible for both the
exterior and interior design
of the new fully custom
superyacht, which has been positioned
between a modern explorer and a sportier
yacht, presenting a solid and masculine
yet elegant profile.

“Her volumes clearly reference the
tradition of expedition vessels, yet at the
same time have a more dynamic and sporty
spirit. We wanted to give a sleeker look to a
classic explorer,” says Hot Lab co-founder
and design director Enrico Lumini.

Built to RINA classification
with a semi-displacement steel hull,
robust aluminium superstructure and
transatlantic range of 3,800nm at 11.5
knots, the Mereley I is sure to turn heads
on the water, thanks to her striking blue
hull and distinctive red waterline stripes,
both a nod to motorsports.

WHEN CONTRAST IS KEY

Stepping inside, the colour palette of
Mereley I is decidedly ‘masculine’. In place
of pastel tones or excessive saturation, Hot
Lab worked with a broad range of dark,
warm greys, blacks and natural sand and
linen tones, which have created a strong and
bold, yet refined and elegant environment
akin to a metropolitan apartment.

Beyond these bold strokes is an
attention to detail that includes the fine
carving and finishing of her wood, from
the teak ceilings in the exterior areas to the
intricate detailing of the outdoor tables,
handrails and headboards found in the
master and VIP cabins.

Up to 12 guests are accommodated on
board, with two additional VIP and two
twin ensuite cabins found amidships on
the lower deck.

‘The sumptuously appointed full-beam
owner’s suite is located at the bow of the
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main deck and comes complete with a
central king-size bed, office space, walk-in
wardrobe and forward ensuite. It is fitted
with extensive glazing, meaning that its
dark hardwoods and marble-detailed
ceiling are bathed in natural light.

In addition to this use of marble, key
materials harnessed on board include oak,
as well as numerous lacquered finishes and
resins. In addition, as a truly distinctive
feature, Hot Lab’s clever use of 3D-textured
surfaces gives the environment a highly
personalised character.

“We wanted the interiors to feature
many reflections — partly to trick the eye
and partly to bring the bluish hues of the
sea into the spaces,” says Lumini.
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BRINGING THE OUTSIDE IN

Indeed, this element of her design works
in beautiful harmony with Mereley I's
large windows, which are pure and simple
rectangular shapes in keeping with her
explorer yacht persona and blend in
perfectly with the clean, stretched lines of
both her exterior and interior.

The yacht’s spacious and versatile sky
lounge is the perfect location for enjoying
yet more natural light, thanks to its floor-
to-ceiling windows offering phenomenal
views from the bar and lounge area,
with sliding glass doors providing direct
access to another dining area. The airy
and bright main deck salon offers an
alternative lounging space complete with

Clockwise from above: The sky deck is bathed in
natural light; the yacht's explorer credentials include
a spacious beach club; alfresco dining areas are found
on both the main deck and upper deck; extensive
glazing allows for dark brooding interiors to be well
lit with natural light; the yacht's clean, stretched lines
complement colours taken from motorsports.
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Her volumes clearly reference the tradition of

expedition vessels, yet at the same time have a more

dynamic and sporty spirit

an L-shaped sofa and dining table for up
1o 10 guests.

Nicknamed the “pocket explorer”,
Mereley I packs numerous interesting
and contemporary design features into
her 35 metres, including her incredible
stern beach club. Topped by two stunning

kylights, it i a large i
multi-functional swimming platform
which accommodates a generous tender.

Other standout areas include her large
£
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k jacuzzi and dedi
space for jet skis on the upper deck.

“Our goal was to design a striking,
modern explorer yacht with expansive
windows, open bulwarks and a spacious
layout,” says Erdem Biger, shipyard
manager and partner at the Turkish yard.
“We prioritised a strong connection to
the sea with a large swimming platform,
beach club and an airy sundeck, and the
Hot Lab team executed everything to
perfection. Mereley I is perfect for owners
who value luxury, comfort and versatile
indoor-outdoor living, offering ample
space for relaxation and socialising, even
with large groups.”

Due to Mereley I's glowing reception
in the industry, AES Yacht is now planning
the production of the second hull and
is already working with Hot Lab on a
40-metre version from the same line, with
details set to be revealed later this year.
aesyacht.com
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