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MEGAYACHT

Yalentina Solera

hese three young men, who came from car design, architec-
ture and design, met in a product design studio shortly after
graduating. There they discovered a common passion: yachl
design. Soon after, they decided to undertake this new ad-
venture, and today, more than 10 years laler, they had ex-
cellent intuition. The early days were hard work and all up-
hill, but today Hot Lab is one of the ltalian studios that works
most with foreign owners and yards, bringing Made in Italy
and [talian taste to the world. A well-deserved success for a
group that has always demonstrated great intellectual hones-
ty and admiration for designers who were older or the same age and whom
today Hot Lab can proudly call competitors. A briliant student of profes-
sor and architect Gianni Zuccaon, Antonio Romano took with him the teach-
ings of his Maestro, teachings on yacht design and archilectural compaosi-
tion but not only these, within the group there are other disciplines that re-
inforce and characterise the projects created in Hot Lab. The backgrounds
of Lumini and Dragoni are in car design and architecture. A mix of disci
plines and know-how that today enriched the range of projects the feam
tackles. It's a young team, they are no mare than 40 vears ald and this ex-
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MINA AN ALL-ITALIAN SUPERYACHT
FORUM MAJOR DUTCH YARD

Hot Lab: yacht & design. In 2004 the yacht design studio Hot Lab was formed in Milan
by three brave and very young designers; initially colleagues and later friends:
Michele Dragoni, Enrico Lumini AND Antonio Romano.

The three
founder partners:
Michele Dragoni,
Enrico Lumim
and Antonio
Romanao.
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plains the freshness, the desire to grow and the potential of this win-
ning group. Currently Hot Lab has a team of 10, conlracl workers
and apprentices: designers, architects, render artists, draughtsmen
and many other specialities to tackle projects in the multidisciplinary
way, a winning card that so far has brought many interesting resulls.
The heart of the studio, personified in the figures of the three found-
er partners, is divided into three main roles which over time Roma-
no, Dragoni and Lumini have defined and today collaborate togeth-
er in a complementary and synergic way. Antonio Romano handles
marketing and communication strategies, looking after clients and
relationships with the various companies, owners and yards; Enri-
co Lumini is in charge of everything concerning interior design proj-
ects, also following the construction of boats in the yards, while Mi-
chele Dragoni looks after the creative side, with a particular focus on
exterior design.

Activity, success and design

Since it was founded, Hot Lab has received important recognition,
from Italian prizes to remarkably important international awards.
Worth mentioning are lhe prizes for three boats in particular: MY Noor
(37m) won the Show Boal Design Awards in 2011 for the best interi-
or. MY Columbus Sport Hybrid (40m) was a winner in three calego-
ries of the Environmental Award 2013 and 2014: Interior Design, En-
viromental Protection and Holistic Design (a reference to the match-
ing between interiors and exteriors, the exteriors were by the engi-
neer Sergio Cutolo di Hydro Tec). The Columbus Sport Hybrid is a hy-
brid boat that uses eco-materials, lightened marbles on honeycomb,
leathers coloured by water and not with chrome, wood produced in
certified and controlled forests. The third vessel is MY Keyla, which
in 2014 won the World Superyachts Award in the Rebuild category,
These three yachts were the greatest successes of the team, increas-
ing the visibility of the studio also and above all abroad. In fact the
studio has had the chance to work mostly with overseas clients, Hot
Lab works much more with foreign clients than lalian ones. In Italy
it collaborates with Cantieri Mondomarnine, with which it is producing
a 50 m yacht, and with Filippetti on the interiors of 26 m yacht. Oth-
er clients are foreign, both yards and private owners: the studio works
above all with Holland, Germany and Turkey; countries with which it
enjoys excelient and growing cooperalion. The efforls and commil-
ment of this leam were also rewarded by an important job it has been
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HEESEN NINA 38M:
EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR
DESIGN PROJECT

Shipyard: Heesen

Yacht name: Nina

Interior and Exterior design:
Hot Lab yacht & design

Length L.0.A.: 38,00 m
Maximum beam:7,80 m

Gross Tons: <300

Hull Material:Aluminium
Superstructure Material: Aluminium
Engines: 2x MTU 16V 2000 M96L
Max speed: 22 knots

Guest: 10

Crew: &

daing for 80 years now: Hot Lab collaborates with the IED (Istituto Eu-
ropea del Design) in Milan, holding a course on yachl ECO design lor
speciaiisalion and degree courses in yachling disciplines, The sub-
ject of the course is green yachling design methods: which matenals
lo use, controlling energy impact, low emission engines, new technol-
ogies etc. Hot Lab in the first months of 2016 already has five yachts
under construction and a lot of new projects in the future. Right from
the beginning, the studio was dedicated to developing projects in the
fiegld of yacht design, working for well-known yards and above all for
private cwners, making its mark for careful formal research that pro-
duced a sober and elegant style. Experience buill up in car and in-
dustrial design was transferred to yacht design and, at the same time,
the yachting sector looked to interior and hotel design in a contin-
ual formal reference to talian and other architecture. Each project
is presented using freehand drawings and digital renderings, from
overviews fo the finest details on board. Clients are followed and ad-
vised throughout the process of creating the new yacht. The multidis-
ciplinary background the studio has is a very important winning card.
Car design and architecture are useful stylistic references that create
projects thal work, though their designs are complex. Not only yachil
design bul building projects such as apartments and hotels, Lhese re-
main a small niche of interest for the studio though it wants to dewvel-
op and grow in the marine and yachting seclor. Nina is an inlerest-
ing 38 m motor yacht completely in aluminium with a semi-displace-
ment hull. This project is an important step for the studio because the
Dutch yard is one of the best in Europe and it is not just a concept
but in actual project that will soon enter the construction phase. The
project handled by the Milanese studio involves both interior and ex-
terior design, an important and demanding job. The initial brief, which
was very detailed and precise, came directly from the yard, the tar-
get they were interested in was the American market, specifically
Morth America. The American market is currently one of the most
appetizing and interesting in commercial terms, and this was a de-
termining factor in the various project choices the design is made.
The first constraint was linked to draught, which had not to exceed
2 m for a question of navigation: in fact such a limited draught for
a 38 m yacht means it can circulate freely and without restriction.
Since the targel was mostly American, the exterior and interior lay-
outs reflect this. The exleriors are very roomy. rational and func-
tional, the lenders are on view and the yacht is not just an object
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External views of Nina, digital
renderings. Note the sign of the
horizontal bridge on the upper deck
and the semi-displacement hull.

Rendering of the gxterior
of Nina, note theopening
stern with the'beach cliobe

Rendering of the
interiors of the
main deck of Nina,
note the particular
choices of colours
and materials
that make the
interiors sober, Y1,
elegant, fresh and §5
contemparary.
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to show off but can be used almost every day by the owner, as is
the American habit, for example as in yachling in Florida. The de-
sign inputs, which were applied right to the end of the project, are
all linked to the perception of the sea from the yacht. This explains
the large windows looking onto the sea, and the exterior spaces for
the owner which are as large as possible. Particularly interesting is
the stylistic gesture we can see looking at the profile, the horizontal
line of the upper deck highlights the sporty character of the vessel
and refines the overall design. The internal layout has a large mas- !
ter suite forward on the main deck; guests are housed on the lower - /
deck into very large cabins with double bunks and two connected .‘:; —
with twin bunks. The interiors are very luxurious and recall the W 'rs_-‘ "“'\.
Hotel chain of hotels that are very luxurious but avoid the banal and “
overstatement, The choice of colours and materials in the interiors
make everything very fresh and modern, without making a show
of wealth. The materials are refined and original; there is a very in-
leresling Lype of Brazilian wood, Carballo, dark in colour and with
a natural rhomboid texture that is very beauliful. Very caplivating,
and perhaps coming from the automotive seclor, was the choice
of combining leathers and metals, very contermporary and of greal
effect. Mina also has a comfortable beach club astern with sever-
al latest generation water toys, this area also serves as a comfort-
able platform where guests can relax close to the sea but are nev-
er too far away from the comfortable interiors. The project was pre-
sented for the first time in 2015 at the Fort Lauderdale Yacht Show,
the most important international show. The Heesen yard invested

a greal deal in this project which started from the first drawings, PASS'ON & COM PETENCE

the first sketches, several models, down to the study of the small-
est detail and complete engineering. Today, the team and the yard
are waiting with anxiety and trepidation for the yacht fo be built, The
team has built up an excellent relationship with the yard, which has
asked them to create another 42 m model with similar style, a re-
al success and an excellent result for Hot Lab. The job of design-
ing the exteriors of Nina was very demanding, because Hot Lab
had o compromise between ils own slyle and the slyle of Lhe yard.
Heesen in facl wanted lo maintain a slylistic link with a range of
yachts from its past which over lhe years crealed the success of
the yard. Hot Lab thus began by carrying out initial in-depth market
research on the Heesen Yachts 3700 Series and other yachts built
by the yard in 1979. This careful research, evaluation and study of
all design and style elerments that were to go into the project means
that it could be a winning strategy, because although the first phase
of design may seem slow, afterwards everything moves faster, with
more formal awareness and more stable bases. The studio wanted
to respect the brand and canons of the Heesen yard. In this proj-
ect the designers worked differently compared with other projects,
looking at Nina you can feel the integration of the mark of the stu-
dio with the canons of the yard, the latter remaining much more vis-
ible. This is unusual, because often projects are self-referential de- Z : 3
spite the fact that they try to follow the desires of the client. Nina Foresti & Suardi S.p.A
is a sporty yacht, a fast semi racer with excellent performance; the £

bridge is on a halt-deck, an intermediate level between two decks
thalt make the yacht much lower and sleeker, a captivaling yacht
whose inlerior hides comiorlable, carefully designed and roomy
spaces mare suited to a life of cruising. O AL GHT RESEILD
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